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Enhancing Teaching and Learning 

Ch. 1 Notes 

• The school librarian has a special opportunity to facilitate learning: 
o Help meet the expectations of the teacher through finding answers to 

assignments 
o Poor, socially alienated, or foreign-language speakers benefit especially from 

library use 
o Help build confidence and skills in disenfranchised students to help w/tech if 

they are so inclined 
• The library should accessible before and after school 

o Only 68% of students have a home computer for projects 
o Also by being open later, it allows children a safe and productive place to be till 

their parents get off work 
• Block scheduling (when classes are longer, usually about 90 minutes)  

o Allows students in-class time to work on projects so they might be able to access 
the library for resources during school hours 

• What can be done in the school to address 
o Equity, attention, or involvement in learning 

• Students need  
o Approval, affiliation, and achievement 

• Motivation is internal vs. external locus of control 
• Three ways to motivate students: 

o Work must be interesting—is it worth learning? 
o Students must feel safe to ask questions or for help 
o Give students the choice “to choose what they will do, how, and with whom” 

• Three types of reward contingencies 
o Task-contingent gives a reward for participating 
o Performance-contingent gives a reward for completing a task 
o Success-contingent gives a reward for doing a completing a task well 

 This is the best motivator 
 Only if success is actually attainable and not completely out of reach 

• Student needs as identified by Silver: 
o Curiosity to learn for pleasure and personal growth 
o Originality to use creative forms to express personal learning 
o Success is to organize knowledge in a way that it can be recalled easily 
o Relationships is about using social networking tools to gather and share 

information   
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• Demonstrate for students in an articulate fashion how to solve problems 
• ARCS model by Keller: 

o Gaining and sustaining attention by stimulating curiosity and interests 
o Establishing the relevance of the learning 
o Building learners’ confidence in their ability to succeed at the task 
o Generating feelings of satisfaction as learners experience the consequences of 

their work 
• School librarians get lazy and rely too much on attention-grabbing and rewards to pull 

students in.  
o This doesn’t encourage lifelong learning. 

• In order to help the students, you must consider their background (prior learning, family 
and economical advantages or disadvantages, personal traits and skills) 

o Students bring with them their own issues into the library and learning 
 

 


